
        The Centennial Launching Celebration of St. Agnes 
Academy took place  on July 1 and 2, 2011.  These two 
days of festivities were attended by students, teachers, staff, 
parents, alumni and Benedictine Sisters headed by M. Mary 
John Mananzan, OSB and  S. Baptista Busmente, OSB.  

        On July 1, the day started with a motorcade of               
100 cars of parents and alumni who went around the city.  
This was followed by the Blessing of the Exhibit (timeline 
of SAA, a corner on A Century of Excellence with trophies 
and plaques of awards for SAA, and highlights of the 97th 
and 98th Foundation Day Celebrations), blessing of new 
facilities: a more spacious school clinic, new HS Speech 
Laboratory and new HS Computer Laboratories.  Then was 
the release of 100 white and blue balloons at the facade of 
the main building. A Solemn Eucharistic Celebration              
followed with Bishop Baylon as the Presider, together with 
Bishop Emeritus Lucilo Quiambao, alumni priests,         
diocesan priests and SVD priests as co-presiders.   

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Right after the Mass was the Centennial Launching            
Program where the centennial logo and centennial hymn 
were officially presented, accompanied with songs and 
dances from the alumni, Benedictine Sisters, students,         
parents, teachers and staff. On July 2, the gathering  at 
5:30 in the morning started with Jamming with Jesus 
(Morning Praise Festival), Dancercise, and Agape.               
Everyone used the singlet and sun visor in the 3KM and 5 
KM run (around the rotonda for the Kinder to Grade 2     
pupils).  Food and Fun Booths were available including 
memorabilia items with the centennial logo (i.e. mugs, 
thermos mugs, tumblers, key key chains, ballers, button 
pins, desk clocks, wall clocks, memo pad, luggage tag and 
umbrellas) The  Cultural Show on the History of St. Agnes 
Academy (100 Years of SAA: Dios Mabalos, Dios               
Mapadagos) was shown in the evening of July 1 and 2.  
Indeed, the Lord cannot be outdone in generosity!               
The Agnesian Community is grateful for the graces re-
ceived all these years . . . that in all things God may be 
glorified! 

                                         Sr. Michaela Manalang, OSB 
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SSCW celebrates 10 th 

Anniversary of Foundation 

The Pioneers ï teachers, staff and students with S. Rosalina, OSB  

        SSCW is ten years old!  
 

        The ten-month-long preparation, which kicked-off last 
October 2010, culminated last July 1 to mark the exact date 
of the schoolôs inauguration ten years ago. It was a                 
celebration of praise, thanksgiving, and reverence. 
 

        Colorful flags and óbanderitasô ornamented the entire 
school from its entrance, through its grounds, to the entire 
gym. A óBarrio Fiestaô ambiance set the mood at the 
school fields complete with marching band and tall                 
walking clowns. 

(L -R)  M. Mary John, OSB  Sr. Michaela, OSB & Bishop Baylon  
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SSAMõs 

Golden Jubilee 

Celebration  

With the theme, ñA Decade of Thanksgiving toward  Excel-
lence and Service,ò the whole community looked back at how 
SSCW laid its foundations ten years ago.  And with the nu-
merous memorabilia displayed at the improvised room           
created for its purpose Scholasticans reminisced how the in-
stitution has molded its alumnae to becoming leaders in the 
service of Christ, Country, and Creation. 
 

        The festivity started with a motorcade after which a 
thanksgiving Mass was held at St. Benedictôs Church              
presided by Rev. Fr. Abbot Tarcisius Narciso, OSB. Invited 
guests witnessed the opening and cutting of the ribbon of the 
archive room housing the memorabilia exhibit of the institu-
tion for the past decade.  It was opened for public viewing. 
 

        Alongside with the óPalarong Pinoyô  and óPabitinô was 
the óGrand Barrio Fiestaô highlighted  by inihaw na isda, 
adobo, pancit bihon, pork BBQ, kakanin ans other native 
delicacies, sweets and colorful fresh fruits in season.  The 
parents helped prepare the ótenô lechon donated to coincide 
with its ótenô years celebration.   

              

        The highlight of the celebration was the Literary              
Musical Extravaganza held at the gym in the afternoon. 
Scholasticans expressed their gratitude to the school through 
their performances that thrilled, not only the current            
members of the community, but also the pioneers and the 
guests. 
 
                                            Sr. Rosalina Fajardo, OSB 
 
 

   

The Pioneers, guests and the present SSC -W  Community with                         
Fr. Abbot  Tarcisius Narciso, OSB  (L -R)  Marching band & tall walking clowns; Palarong Pinoy!  

(L -R)  Fr. Abbot & Sr. Rosalina; Sr. Mary Paul & guests; Sr. Bellarmine & Sr. Baptista  

        With grateful hearts, the SSAM community celebrated 
the Golden Jubilee of its foundation on July 15-17, 2011. On 
July 15th, Sr. Roseve, OSB and Sr. Lydia, OSB formally 
opened the celebration with cutting of the ribbon and liturgy 
of blessing at the school lobby, the entrance of the exhibit 
area at the main building. Soon after, breakfast was served 
followed by a motorcade of  50 vehicles around the city 
headed by the PTA. Booths and fun rides such as the calesa 
and inflatable play gadgets were also opened. The cultural 
program in the afternoon at the S. Irmburg Covered Court. 
Was a glimpse of the history of SSAMðfrom the negotiation  

of the land at charity price down to the construction of 
the current additional facilities of the school. The                 
significant events were presented in drama, songs, 
dances and video presentation. It ended dramatically 
with a song rendered by all administrators including the 
sisters, faculty members, staff and general services          
personnel entitled ñOne Voice.ò It tried to capture the 
spirit of unity, harmony and love that kept the bond of 
SSAM community over the past 50 years.  
 

        Day 2 began with the solemn Eucharist with            
Abbot Tarcisius Maria Narciso, OSB and Presider and 
6 other concelebrants from different congregations. The 
symbolic offertoring capsulized the different Gospel 
values, Benedictine values and transformative                
involvements that SSAM has integrated in its                 
curriculum. The liturgy became lively and vibrant due 
to the SSC College of Music Orchestra and Choir led 
by S. Agnella Capili, OSB. The different Benedictine 
Communities in Luzon came over to join the                     
Eucharistic Celebration.  
         
        It was followed by the field demonstration of all 
students from all levels. And the small time BINGO  



 
 
 
which was, after all, not a small time Bingo. It needed a 
bigger venue due to the enormous participation of the 
PTA members. It concluded with a musical concert in 
the evening, featuring students  who are taking piano 
and voice lessons with the Music House teachers. Other 
performers were the Faculty Members, S. Roseve            
Balagat, OSB, the School Directress and Dr Fabian 
Cadiz, the Vice-Mayor of Marikina City. The evening 
closed with the beautiful fireworks. 
 

        SSAM Alumnae Association organized DAY 3 
with the Kulasa Ako Grand Alumnae Homecoming. It 
started with Holy Mass officiated by Fr Jerry Orbos, 
SVD.  M. Mary John Mananzan, OSB, M. Irene              
Dabalus, OSB together with other sisters from different 
communities came for the Eucharistic celebration. It 
was a whole day activity of Healthy Lifestyle and 
Wellnes Fair, Digital Yearbook batch photo-shoots, and 
capped with the eveningôs Kulasas Got Talent hosted 
by home grown TV personalities Agot Isidro and Amy 
Perez. Randy Santiago and other showbiz personalities 
also came for this one-of-a-kind fund-raising showcase 
of Kulasa ótalents unlimited.ô 50 alumnae from              
across the different batches were awarded for                
excellence in their own field of endeavor and                
outstanding service to humanity.  
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The 3-day Golden Jubilee celebration was successful due to 
the prayers, especially for good weather, and participation of 
all Sisters from the different communities and formandees. 
The Marikina Community of Benedictine Sisters were so           
edified by the help and cooperation of all people involved in 
the celebration that they are challenged to continue glorifying 
God in ora et labora. 
                                                  Sr. Stephanie Zamoras, OSB 

St. Scholasticaôs Academy Marikina Fr. Abbot with his concelebrants  

Piano duet  of students from the SSAM Music House  

(L -R) Sr. Lydia, Sr. Mary Bernard, Sr. Pauline, Sr. Daniela  
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       On July 11, 2011, the inauguration of the newly             
constructed St. Ceciliaôs Building was a ñdream come trueò 
for St. Scholasticaôs  College (SSC). The SSC School of 
Music, which was temporarily housed at the Friedenshaus 
for two years, now enjoys having its expansive and                  
permanent home at the new St. Ceciliaôs Building, sharing 
its five storeys with the institutionôs Library, the Audio 
Visual Center and the Institute for Catering Management 
and Hospitality Technology (I-CATHY). The blessing of 
t he bu i ld ing,  led by of f ic ia t ing pr ies t                                                       
Fr. Manuel Benildo Maramba, OSB and the Benedictine 
Sisters, took place simultaneously at every level of the new 
building to the strains of music provided by the Manila 
Symphony Orchestra and the SSC Chorus Class.  The         
momentous occasion had its culminating with a banquet at 
the top floor. Thanks to Sr. Angelica Leviste, OSB,                   
Sr. Mary Placid Abejo, OSB, the members of the                  
construction committee, Sr. Roselita, Sr. Agnella &                
Sr. Vida, to all sisters, friends and benefactors who made 
possible the success of this endeavor. 
                                                     Sr. Agnella Capili, OSB 

ò A Dream Come Trueó 

with the Inauguration of the 

New St. Ceciliaõs Building 

(L -R)  Sr. Mary Placid, OSB & Fr. Maramba, OSB; Sr. Mary Thomas, 

(L -R)  Sr. Agnella, OSB, Junior Sisters, guests & friends, Sr. Mary Paul, OSB  

(L -R)  Sr. Mary Thomas, OSB & M. Mary John, OSB  

St. Ceciliaôs Building 
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Rite of Oblation  

        July 10, 2011 was a significant event in the life of our             
Benedictine Oblates of Manila. Mother Mary John            
Mananzan, OSB, Prioress, assisted by Sr. Pia Lansang, OSB, 
Moderator, presided over the solemn Rites for the ff. groups:  
11 for final oblation; 12  Novice-Oblates; and 26 for Renewal 
of Oblation. Our Benedictine Oblates are laymen and women 
who maintain a spiritual relationship with with the Priory 
House Community. Various other groups are affiliated to 
other houses of the Priory.  Benedictine Oblates strive to 
take part in the prayers, work and activities of the House to 
which they are affiliated,  insofar as their state of life                 
permits. Through the Act of Oblation, they make a                  
commitment or a promise to live the gospel through the 
Benedictine way.  They strive to practice the Benedictine 
value of a Christ-centered spirituality, and deepen their love 
of the  Sisters and Oblates liturgy, lectio, and personal 
prayer. In addition they strive to live the Benedictine ideals 
of listening,stewardship,obedience, humility, hospitality, 
etc., and allow these values to permeate their homes and 
work places, and help to transform their families, parishes 
and communities. 

        Some highlights of the Oblatesô celebration on July 10th 
was the shared lunch and program with the  Sisters of  the 
Priory House and the school community.  A group also came 
from Taal, Batangas to join the ceremonies and feast. At the 
opening of  the celebration at the Caridad Barrion Hall, the 
Oblates formally presented to the Prioress their donation to 
the latest Priory project in Catarman, Northern Samar. The 
whole celebration concluded with a closing prayer by                
Sr. Baptista Busmente, OSB, Subprioress, and the singing of 
the Hymn to St. Benedict. 

                                                         Sr. Pia Lansang, OSB 

Presentation of Donation for Catarman   

Oblates and the Sisters  

Entertainment Number  

 
S r . Dorothy Consunji, OSB, 86, was called home to 

God on July 22, 2011.  She was born on April 26, 
1925 in San Fernando, Pampanga. She made her 
First profession in Manila on April 21, 1952 and 
Perpetual vows on April 23, 1955.  She served as 

Su- perior, Directress and Treasurer in the different 
sta- tions. She also served as Sub-Prioress from 1969-

1970.  She was assigned in Manila, San Fernando, 
Marikina, Tagaytay, and St. Benedict's Home.  
May she rest ret in peace!  

( A more detailed obituary will follow) 

R.I.P 



        On February 11, 2011, S. Benilda requested SSC alumna 
Daisy Barawidan, HSô63 to work out a program of activities 

for our elderly sisters. Daisy took up the request                             

enthusiastically and initiated a project in which SSC alumnae, 
on a voluntary basis, regularly visit our Sisters for some              

activities, including arts and craft, music and dance and one-on

-one life-story telling. Through text and email Daisy informed 

her classmates (HSô63) regarding the program.                                  
On May 16, 2011, S. Benilda and S. Florence met with Daisy, 

Jojo Palileo Sangalang and the Gonzales sisters, Josette           

Ruiz-Ortiz, Paulette Cui at the Priory House to firm up plans. 

It was agreed to have the first visit on June 9, 2011. 

        On June 9, 2011, Daisy Barawidan came with Jojo               

Palileo Sangalang, Elsa Lava Mapua, Gonzales sisters Josette 

Ruiz-Ortiz, Paulette Cui and Yvette An, Boots Pacquiao Mejia 

and Celeste Sanchez came for their first visit.  

SSC Alumnae Program of Activities for Our Elderly Sisters  

(Initiated by Daisy Barawidan and HSô63) 

St. Scholasticaõs College - Manila 

Pays Tribute to a Hero  
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On June 28, 2011, S. Mary Thomas Prado, OSB,                     
S. Christine Pinto, OSB and S. Celine Saplala, OSB joined five 
student leaders each from the three departments of                              
St. Scholasticaôs College, Manila together with Ms. Mona Dayag, a 
Social Action Center Staff and Ms. Patricia Santiago, Grade 
School Outreach Coordinator.  Their destination was to Rockville 
Subdivision in Novaliches to be with Mr. Rolando Walican.  He is 
the tricycle driver who returned to the owner the bag containing 
worth a million in cash and paper value.  He was featured in the 
ABS-CBN television for the honesty and good work he has done. 

S. Mary Thomas, OSB gave a Plaque of Appreciation and 
an amount of cash.  The Social Action Center donated a sack of 
rice and a box of assorted canned goods.  The grade schoolers 
gave some childrenôs school supplies, educational materials and a 
chess board.  All these delighted the Walican family.  But most of 
all, all of us were touched by Rolandoôs honesty and story of           
industriousness.  One of the grade schoolers expressed how                
Rolando is a hero to them and he inspired all with his honest act 
and his desire to give a good name to his fellow tricycle drivers.  
The visit ended with a simple merienda  of pansit  (noodles), 
drinks and biscuits.  Everybody felt elated and firmed up in the 
conviction that there are still honest and God-fearing people like 
Rolando, among us. 

                                                            Sr. Christine Pinto, OSB 

The Benedictine sisters with  the Alumnae  

S. Celine, OSB and SSC students  

(L -R) Sr. Celine, OSB, Mr. Rolando Wailican, Sr. Mary Thomas, OSB  



        First they treated the sisters to a delicious merienda. 
Then Elsa, with Celeste at the piano, sang and danced with 

the sisters. The sisters who had expressed interest in              

planting herbs, had a planting session facilitated by Josette 
and her sisters, Paulette and Yvette. They provided every-

thing: garden soil, fertilizer, pots, herbs and expertise! Even 

name cards were prepared with which to identify the sisters 

who would care for the plants. After joining us for lunch, 

they left with the next visit scheduled for Tuesday,  July 5. 

        The sisters were happy to be enriched and                  

energized by the visit of the alumnae. The alumnae were glad 

to be with the sisters again and felt it was giving back time in 

gratitude for their Scholastican education. 

                                                   Sr. Benilda Maramba, OSB 

                                              Josette, Paulette & Yvette planting herbs with the Benedictine sisters  
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The Community of Benedictine Sisters in  Catarman 

        At the start of the month, Sisters Edita and Claudia 
moved to the new house not far from the downtown. Before 
they came to Catarman, they stayed at the Divine Word 
Hospital in Tacloban where they also went shopping  for 
their supplies.   
         
        The Tacloban sisters were generous to bring                   
them to Catarman by way of their car.  Sr. Eloisa and 
Gemma accompanied them to Catarman and were able to 
see the Bishop and the Governor. Sisters Edita and Claudia 
stayed at the Diocesan Catholic Center (DCC) for a week, 
looking for a house.  They were able to find a house for 
rent (Php 5,000 a month) located at the University Homes 
within the compound of the University of Eastern            
Philippines (UEP).  The bungalow is owned by the mother 
of former SSC-GS-PTA president, Dr. Celeste Gale.  Her 
mother lives in Manila.  Dr. Gale facilitated the immediate                       
transfer of the sisters to the house after consulting her 
mother in Manila.  Fr. Fred Placa, the Pastoral and SAC 
Director, brought the sisters to the house with his car                
accompanied by Sr. Therese from DCC. 

Sisters Edita, Claudia, and Leonor  

Bishop Trance and the  sisters  



        Sr. Leonor arrived from Manila on July 16.                          
And on the 27th,  Sr. Leonor, Sr. Edita  and Claudia  had a 
meeting  with Bishop Trance  in his residence in the             
morning as they presented their vision-mission of the            
apostolate.  In the afternoon, they gave the Governor a           
courtesy call and presented their apostolateôs                          
vision-mission. Then off for the ocular visit to the                  
donated land with Nonoy Lim as guide to the sisters.              
Gov. Daza offered his car for the use of the sisters  to go to 
the area and to fetch the car from Manila.  Sisters Edita and 
Claudia went to Allen and waited for Sendong who drove the 
car all the way from Manila to Allen. Sr. Leonor then went 
for a meeting with Gov. Daza and the heads of different        
provincial offices. 
                                                            Sr. Edita Eslopor, OSB 

Ocular visit to the donated 
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We express our gratitude to all who have                    

contributed to this newsletter.  

               Sr. Virginia Ferino, OSB  
               Priory Secretariat 

 
                Sr. Mary Grace Macatuno, OSB  

                Lay-out editor  

    St. Scholasticaôs Priory 
   2560 Leon Guinto Street 
   Malate Manila  
   PHILIPPINES  
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    VIA  AIR  MAIL                                                                                                                                                     VIA  AIR  MAIL  

ANNOUNCEMENT  

WHAT:  Life Direction Coffee table Talk 

WHEN:  3rd SATURDAY of the month     

3pm -5pm  (RSVP 09222073412)                                                      

WHERE:  PH  Parlor Conference Room  

STAMP 


