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In Pursuit  
of a  

Star  
        Like the three wise men, one hundred forty-five Missionary Benedictines started the last leg of a journey 

in earnest quest of a star last January 7, 2012 at the St. Scholasticaôs Center of Spirituality, Tagaytay City.      

The journey of discerning Godôs choice of a spiritual leader for the Priory had begun in pre-election                   

discernment facilitated by Sr. Jeanne Ranek, OSB in three clusters last September 2011. 

        Listening to discern Godôs choice was the order of the two days before the election of the Prioress. On the 

first day, the sisters listened to Mother Vicaress Adelaida Ygrubayôs affirmation of the Priory and the greater 

challenge to be ñpowerful channels of grace for the people we serve, if we let God do his work in us;ò             

Mother Mary John Mananzanôs comprehensive report of the state of the Priory; S. Ana Maria Racaôs financial 

report, and the Superiorsô reports of the twenty local communities. In the late afternoon Archbishop Luis                 

Antonio Tagle, D.D. of Manila shared the three challenges he perceives facing the Philippine Church, namely              

evangelization/ renewal of culture, new evangelization for the transmission of faith, and care for the person.              

(L -R) Sister Maoro Sye, OSB, Mother Vicaress Adelaida Ygrubay, OSB  

18th Manila Priory Election Chapter  (St. Scholasticaôs Center of Spirituality, Tagaytay City, January 6-9, 2012)  
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        The first half of the morning of the second day              

included the remaining Superiorsô reports. This was            

followed by the reading by M. Adelaida of the names to 

be considered for the Office of Prioress. The rest of the 

day was devoted to periods of prayer and discernment. 
 

        On January 9th, the election of the Prioress was  

incorporated in a prayer service. M. Adelaida announced 

before the thanksgiving Mass at 11 oôclock that                     

S. Lumen Gloria Dungca, OSB had accepted the             

mandate of the Chapter. The Star had been found. Joy 

and  thanksgiving were the sentiments lifted up in prayer 

for M. Mary John and the newly-elected Prioress,                           

M. Lumen Gloria. 

        In the afternoon, the Business Chapter                     

commenced. From the 9th to the 12th, the thirty capitulars 

studied and discussed the proposals of the sisters                

during commission work and plenary sessions. The 

movement of the Spirit can be discerned in the chapter 

output of recommendations, guidelines, and changes in 

Statutes. 

 
 

 

       The fruits of the chapter become manifest as each 

Sister in the Priory becomes a new evangelizer exuding 

joy and hope in a renewing Priory that participates in the 

Churchôs mission of new evangelization. 
                                        

                                                Sister M. Lydia Villegas, OSB 

M. Lumen Gloria Dungca, OSB, newly elected Prioress  

18th Manila Priory Chapter delegates  

        December 12 was a grand day in the Archdiocese of             

Manila as it was the installation of His Excellency,             

Most Rev. Luis Luis Antonio Tagle, D.D. as the 32nd 

Archbishop of Manila. It was 

scheduled at 9:00 A.M. at the 

Manila Cathedral but already at 

six oôclock in the morning,               

people came streaming to       

Intramuros. Those who came   a 

little later had to be content to 

stay in the tents in front of the      

cathedral.  The use of big 

screens allowed those outside to 

participate in the Eucharist.           

S. Pia and S. Baptista were   

fortunate enough to follow the 

priests of Imus and entered the 

lef t  s ide door of  the               

cathedral and found seats near               

the altar. S. Aida was content to 

be under the tent. 

        Before the Eucharist, the priests and the faithful of Imus 

fetched the Archbishop from the Palace dancing the Karakol  

to the cathedral.  Attending were the out-going archbishop, 

Cardinal Rosales, Cardinal Vidal, Bishops from Thailand,               

Myanmar, Guam, and other local archbishops and              

bishops. Hundreds of priests from Imus and Manila were              

present.  After the Gloria, as part of the Installation Rites, the 

Chancellor of the archdiocese read the Bull of Appointment 

of Pope Benedict XVI. Then Cardinal Rosales led the                 

interrogation and renewal of baptismal promises and finally 

ushered Archbishop Tagle to take the Archbishop's Chair.                 

A thunderous applause of the faithful echoed inside and            

outside the cathedral. 

        In his homily, Archbishop Tagle stated that he had            

chosen the Gospel  of John (Jn 21), ñthe five apostles went 

fishing and caught nothing. Jesus then appeared on the shore 

and told them to throw the net on the right side of the 

boat and they caught plenty of fish. And it was John who 

recognized Jesus and exclaimed: It is the Lord!" In his coat 

of arms, Archbishop Tagle included the words of 

John,  Dominus Est, "It is the Lord!" He further explained 

this passage in connection with our ministry in the Church. 

Then he also thanked his parents and shed tears of gratitude 

for them,. He expressed appreciation to all those who helped 

him in his early formation as a priest. Special mention was 

given to the priests of Imus whom he loved and who have 

loved him in return.  

                                          Sister Baptista Busmente, OSB 

Archbishop   Tagle   Installed 

Archbishop Luis Antonio Tagle, D.D.  
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        As in the past years, sisters from the nearby Luzon 

communities gathered at St.Scholasticaôs Priory on           

Friday, December 23, 2011 for the anticipated            

feastday celebration of Mother Mary John              

Mananzan, OSB. 

        It was a Celebration of Remembering and           

Thanksgiving which started with Holy Mass at nine 

oôclock in the morning at St. Scholasticaôs Chapel,          

officiated by Fr. Dodoy Pedregoza, OP, Co-Chair of the 

Association of the Major Religious Superiors of the  

Philippines (AMRSP).  Mother Mary Johnôs blood sister, 

Ms. Josie Elicaño, was present and the choir from the 

School of Music of St. Scholasticaôs College enlivened 

the liturgy with their beautiful voices and powerful           

musical accompaniment. In his homily, Fr. Dodoy            

likened Mother Mary John to St. John, the evangelist,  

for that courage and firmness to do what is good for         

others and for the graciousness of  selflessness fashioned 

in her. 

        After being filled with spiritual food, the assembly 

moved on to Sr. Caridad Barrion Hall for refreshment 

and program.  The variety of numbers and performances 

of the sisters expressed how Mother Mary John has 

touched the lives of each and every sister in many                

different ways. 

        The program commenced with the Tagaytay             

Community leading the assembly with a prayer on 

powerpoint and their rendition of an advent song.  This 

was followed by the sisters of St. Benedictôs Home who 

had given a 100% attendance.  Their presentation was in 

3 parts, beginning with a powerpoint presentation on a 

Spanish Cathedral, then selected sisters recited some 

lines and community singing under the baton of                     

S. Benilda, their superior.  There were dance and song 

numbers from Angeles and Formation House                     

Communities as well as from the young perpetually    

professed sisters from different communities.  S. Miriam 

Noemi led the Sisters of Marikina in their unique           

recitation of ñexcerpts from the autobiography of Mother 

Mary John,ò interspersed with chuckles and other 

sounds. The Sisters from San Fernando and Taal also 

had a lot to say in describing the person of Mother Mary 

John in poetry form.  Manila Community captured the 

many faces of Mother Mary John in a video presentation 

 

òGunitain  ang  Kahapon  at  Magpasalamat!ó 
(A  Celebration  of  Remembering  and  Thanksgiving) 

(L -R) M. Mary John, OSB, Ms. Josie Elicano, Fr. Dodoy Pedregoza, OP  

Aspirants, Postulants, Novices & the Formation House Community  

St. Benedictôs Home Community 
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accompanied by their singing of ñMy Heartôs                     

Thanksgiving.ò   

        In appreciation of her leadership that has encouraged 

the sisters to freely share the Benedictine charism to all, 

the Westgrove Community sang their original text of            

The Twelve Benedictine Hallmarks of Christmas using the 

melody of  The Twelve Days of Christmas.  The Grand 

Finale, that of the Priory House Community, where the 

everyone present was transported instantly to the live  

telecast broadcast of Cable Channel 221ða cooperative 

venture of ABS-CBN, BBC and ANCðfor its live panel 

discussion on one of the most inspiring women of the 

world, a ñFilipino woman, one of a kind, óset apartô (to the 

German viewers, óeine aparte Frauô) Frau Mananzan.                      

Interesting but ógefaehrlich!ô  Dubbed a woman for all           

seasons!  

        Interviewed live were S. Josefina, S. Mary Bernard, 

S. Mary Jerome, S. Angelica, and Ms. Josie Elicaño,        

saying a few lines on the honoree of the day.  When asked 

by the newscasters, how they could best describe the mind 

and heart of MMJ, the Sisters from the Priory House 

raised big cards bearing the following words:  ñWOMAN 

POWER that lifts a whole nation! SETTING HIGH 

STANDARDS, A MIND AHEAD OF HER TIME,             

A HEART FOR THE  OPPRESSED, REFUGE OF THE 

ENDANGERED WHISTLE-BLOWERSò among others.  

To cap all the presentations, S. Baptista, thanked Mother 

Mary John for all that she has done for the priory. 

        In her response, Mother Mary John dubbed the             

program, ñBenedictine Sisters Got Talent!ò  She likewise 

thanked the sisters for their cooperation, love and                   

encouragement for the past eight years.  After the great 

entertainment, the sisters were all ready to partake of the 

feast prepared for everyone while a video presentation of 

the past feastday celebration of Mother Mary Johnðthe 

Manny Pacquiao inspired matchðwas featured during the 

sumptuous meal. 

        Mother Mary John mentioned that it was the last time 
that she will be celebrating her feastday in advance be-
cause next year she will already be celebrating it on the 
day itself, December 27.  Whether it is December 23 or 
December 27, Mother Mary John will always be                    
remembered with wonderful memories and with hearts 
full of love and  gratitude.  

        Maraming salamat po, Mother Mary John! 

                                                  Sister M. Christine Pinto, OSB  

Luzon Vocation Retreat 
        On December 27-29, twenty-three young women 

from Manila, Rizal, Cavite, Laguna, Taal, Angeles 

City, City of San Fernando in Pampanga, and as far as 

Legaspi City in Bicol region, joined the Luzon           

Vocation Retreat at St. Scholasticaôs Center of              

Spirituality in Tagaytay City. S. Angeline Arceo, OSB 

was the facilitator while S. Theodora Bilocura, OSB 

was also present to be with the ladies and to assist 

them in their needs. 

       

        The group was richly blessed even before start of 

the retreat because Mother Mary John gave them           

special blessing at the Parlor just before leaving the 

Priory House. Then upon reaching Westgrove                

Community, S. Rosalina Fajardo, OSB, the superior, 

requested the visiting priest from Dumaguete to give 

the same group of young women his blessing. 

        The group was disposed for the vocation            

retreat that they were already silent even while in the 

bus on the way to Tagaytay City. The vocation retreat 

enl ightened them in many waysðtheir                          

relationship with God, with themselves and with            

others. Their minds were also opened about the three 

vocations in life specifically about religious life and 

the Missionary Benedictine way. They were happy to 

be a part of this group.  Some even mentioned that 

they would still be willing to participate again in the 

future and would even invite others to attend because 

it is one way of getting in touch with oneôs direction in 

life.  

        On the last day after the Eucharistic celebration, 
Mother Irene Dabalus, OSB gave her inspirational 
message to the group. The young women were                 
delighted to listen to her.  

                                     Sister Rose Ann Leonardo, OSB 

(L -R)  S. Angeline, OSB, S. Theodora, OSB, S. Rose Ann, OSB  
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AWRAM  

Christmas  get-together 

        The yearly AWRAM (Association of Women                    

Religious in the Archdiocese of Manila) Christmas                    

celebration was held on December 19 at the                      

Archdiocese Palace in Intramuros. It began with                        

Eucharistic celebration with the new Archbishop of            

Manila presiding, His Excellency, Most Rev. Luis              

Antonio Tagle. The attendance of the Sisters was very 

good because we wanted to greet the new  archbishop.           

S. Annunciata, SPC chairperson of the AWRAM led 

the singing while S. Agnella, OSB  was the organist. 

        In his homily Archbishop Tagle spoke about the two 

women Hanna and Elizabeth who were barren. Their 

wish was to bear children but both were very advanced in 

age. But through the intervention of divine grace both of 

them became fruitful and bore each a child.  In our                

religious life we experience barrenness like in a desert 

place but God makes us fruitful through his bountiful 

graces. It was a beautiful and very meaningful homily. 

        After the Eucharist, S. Annuncita, SPC, the 

AWRAM chairperson,  greeted the new Archbishop in 

the name of all the religious women of the archdiocese. 

There was no program intended that day so the  Sisters 

decided to sing a song which happened to be a favorite of 

the Archbishop, Pintig ng Puso, which he himself has 

written. The Archbishop explained the story of the song, 

that while he was still a seminarian, one of  his                      

companions had a depression who in the end committed 

suicide.  It was a big blow to all seminarians and he was 

inspired to write the song and gave each seminarian a 

copy. On the day of his ordination, this song was sang to 

him. To his surprise, one of his companions gave the 

words to  Fr. Hontiveros, SJ who set it to music.  

        The reception was held on the 4th floor of the 

Archbishop's Palace. We  had the chance to greet the new 

archbishop because he went to each table greeting the 

sisters and taking photos. For a Christmas gift each one 

received a liturgical date book and an envelope with 

money.  The morning was indeed a happy one and we 

were nourished both in body and spirit. 

                                          Sister Baptista Busmente, OSB 

Misa de Gallo at SSC Chapel  

One of the highlights of the activities for the month 

of December at the Priory House was the celebration of  

Simbang Gabi. It was held on the 15th-23rd at 8:00 P.M. 

The observation of Simbang Gabi or the so called                

Misa de Gallo has been one of the longest and most          

popular   religious traditions among the Filipino people.  

The chapel was 

decorated and to 

accentuate the 

Filipiniana touch 

as the motif, the               

traditional star    

lanterns, bamboos 

and Christmas 

lights were used to 

adorn the altar.    

Both sides of the chapel were surrounded with 

blinking colorful parols. The Belen was built like a typical 

bahay kubo decorated with bamboos, colorful lights and 

poinsettias.  

Priests from different congregations, parishes and 
seminaries were invited to celebrate the Eucharist. Music 
filled the air as Christmas songs were being played to greet 
the people as they enter and leave the chapel. Various 
groups of choirs graced the event with their beautiful voices 
and joyful songs. On two separate  occasions, seminarians 
from Naga and Piarist Fathers gamely danced and                 
serenaded the sisters and the people with Christmas carols 
after the Holy Eucharist. 

Mass collections every night were intended for         
different beneficiaries such as Tuluyan, Bahay Lila, 
Smokey Mountain, street-children, prison ministry, and 
victims of typhoon Sendong in Cagayan de Oro. 

                                 Sister Victoria Bulacan, OSB 
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Lunch  with TULUYAN   families 

         One of the Priory House community Advent               

practices was having lunch with the Tuluyan families                   

(a drop-in center for  street families). The interaction and            

get-together with these families happened on                              

December 17, 2011 at Subiaco SPA Office. Seventeen   

families came and participated in the activity. 

 It started with a short prayer service and the lighting 

of advent candles. Different families led the prayers and 

lighted the candles. Mother Mary John gave her           

Christmas message and welcomed the families as well. 

Lunch followed soon after the blessing for meals. One or 

two sisters joined each   family at table with whom they 

have had previous interaction in the past months.  

 After eating there was gift-giving; a bag of goodies 

for each family and each of the children got a toy.                    

The activity ended with the singing of a Christmas carol,                          

Ang Pasko ay Sumapit.  S. Cecille and the SPA staff assisted 

us in  making this bundle-of-joy activity not only for the 

Priory House community but also to the street families                    

possible.  

                                          Sister M. Zita Jamisola,  OSB 

Service  Awards 

         The Procuratorsô Office organized the Employees 

Christmas get-together with Service Awards on             

December 22, 2011. It started with a prayer service in 

our chapel at nine oôclock in the morning. Mother Mary 

John presided over the awarding of Service Awards 

which were given to Mrs. Angelina Enriquez, thirty 

five years of service in the Procuratorôs Office and         

Mr. Jimmy Narciso, thirty years of service as driver 

and maintenance personnel in the Priory House. They           

received their plaque with the members of their              

families. 

 Mother Mary John and some sisters joined the 

games, program and gift-giving held at S. Lieou Sy 

Hall. Present were  members of the Procuratorôs Office 

staff, SPA staff and other personnel working in the          

Priory. During lunch, videos on the life of Angie at 

work and Jimmy with his family were shown. After 

lunch, S. Baptista took time to run through the story of         

fidelity and love between Angie and Robert.                     

S. Patricia shared on the courtship during the younger 

days of Jimmy and the late Maring. Everyone savored 

the camaraderie, fun and spirit of Christmas joy that 

pervaded throughout the affair especially the partaking 

of  lunch that each one had taken with  delight. 

         Excerpt from the report of Sister Virginia Ferino, OSB 

                                                    

                                                                                       

 

 

S. Rose Ann, OSB; Mother Mary John, OSB with the families  

Smokey Mountain Christmas Party 

        In the morning of December 12, 2011, the SPA-Priory 

House headed by S. Cecille conducted a gift-giving and a 

simple Christmas celebration for the families of the children 

who are studying at St. Benedict Day Care Center in 

Smokey Mountain. The SPA Office gave the families            

assorted groceries with rice that could give flavor to their  

most awaited Noche Buena. The Juniorate Community also 

gave each of the children, a large bag of goodies.  

        I prepared a simple Prayer Service. It was followed by 

a short program prepared by teacher Shirley and teacher 

Mary. The celebration was attended by the children and their 

families, the SPA staff, S. Cecille, S. Mary Paul, the               

Juniorate Directress, and the other  Junior Sisters.                

Angelina Enriquez and her family; Jimmy Narciso and his daughter  


