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Holy Family  
Joins  

A  Million Roses for Peace                                     

        Twin tarpaulins in both campuses of Holy Family 

Academy announce that the school is taking part in the 

200-day campaign for peace through the praying of the 

Rosary by 1 million Filipinos. 

 

        Signing of the pledge was voluntary for students, 

faculty, and staff.  Parents were invited  in a circular                 

letter from the directress which explained the movement 

and invited them to join.  Both the pledge of                    

commitment and the prayer were publicized in the              

circular to make the participation easier.  

 

        Starting October 10, 2011, the Rosary was prayed 

for the intentions for a different country everyday.  Even 

before the formal launching of ñA Million Roses for 

Peace,ò Familians have prayed the Rosary from October 

3 as their devotion to Mary.  In the traditional practice, 

the decades were prayed at different times so that at the 

end of the day the whole Rosary was completed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

                The culminating activities for the end of the 

Rosary month were different from the previous years.  

In the Grade School, there was limited space left by the              

materials for the construction of St. Joseph Building.  

The annual living Rosary prayer activity with reflections 

was skipped but the Grade 6 students and faculty held a               

Rosary prayer activity with reflections on the                 

mysteries, reading of the intentions for the country of 

the day and a special Act of Consecration led by the            

Directress.  

        In the High School, the culminating activity was 

a debate on the RH bill that was sponsored by the 

CLE department.  Representatives from each year 

level formed the óyesò and ñnoò panels and students 

were given time to ask questions.  The Science aspect 

of some of the RH bill provisions and the societal          

effect were exposed by Mrs. Baluyut and                     

Mrs. Macapagal, respectively. Father Maria Sol 

Gabriel was on hand to provide more information on 

the ñhiddenò aspects of the bill. 

 

        At the end, students were challenged to seek 

more information and get more knowledgeable on the 

short-and-long-term effects of the RH bill.                         

Sr. Josefina reminded them that they, the young             

people, would be the ones to experience the various 

effects of the RH bill if it is allowed to become a law.   

 

                                Sr. Josefina Nepomuceno, OSB 

Sr. Josefina Nepomuceno, OSB  
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        October was Prisons Consciousness Month. Thus, 

the Antipolo City Jail as one of the penitentiary                  

institutions of the country, celebrated this month with 

different activities. The ACWA (Association of                   

Consecrated Women of Antipolo), of which the Sisters 

of the Marikina stations are members, initiated a jail 

visit in Antipolo City Jail in order to honor the prisoners 

on this particular month last 22 October, Saturday.                

Sisters from different congregations in Antipolo were 

present. The Benedictines of the three Marikina Stations 

who joined the visit were: Sr. Pauline Triviño, OSB with 

Postulants Regina Sol Cadagat, Maria Fatima Calvo and 

Stella Marie Martinez from the Formation House;              

Sr. Florence Laroco, OSB from St. Benedictôs Home 

and Sr. Stephanie Zamoras, OSB from Marikina              

Community.   
 

        Before this visit, the ACWA Chairperson sent                 

communications to different congregations requesting us 

to prepare items for distribution to the prisoners,                  

particularly, toothbrush and toothpaste in sachets.                 

So, the students were told to offer those items during the                   

offertory of the First Friday Mass in October. As part of 

the Standard Operating Procedure of the jail, the items 

were not directly distributed by the Sisters themselves,  

 

 

 

 

they were only entrusted to the staff who would               

distribute them to the different dorms.  
 

          We had the opportunity to interact with the            

prisoners such as during the Holy Mass and faith                 

sharing.  Four sisters were assigned to be with ten               

prisoners for the faith sharing.  The Benedictine Sisters 

were assigned to the women prisoners in the second 

floor. The liturgy was lively and well participated.            

The inmates themselves were the readers, servers,                              

commentator, and choir. 
 

         On a personal note, it was a beautiful experience 

to interact with the women prisoners during the faith 

sharing. Using the Gospel from St. Luke on the fig tree, 

we shared our reflections on the guide question, ñHow 

can I become more  fruitful?" The prisoners shared that 

they resolve to really start life afresh by leaving behind 

their sinfulness.  Like a tree that has to be pruned in 

order to become fruitful, they have to be pruned.               

Incarceration, according to them, is Godôs way of               

pruning them. Further, they said, for a tree to                 

become fruitful, it needs fertilizer which is the Word of 

God and also the good words of people. They affirmed 

us by saying that we, the Sisters who visited them, were           

actually the fertilizers.  

      Sr. Stephanie Zamoras, OSB 

                                          

 

  

Mission                                       
Among the Prisoners 

(Front) Sr. Florence (Back L -R) Post. Fatima, Post. Stella, & Sr. Pauline  

 (L -R) Post. Stella, Post. Fatima, Sr. Stephanie,  Sr. Florence  
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        There was a time when what we know of the 

Pontifical Mission Societies (PMS) is that it is where 

the brown mission envelopes come from. These brown 

mission envelopes never fail to come every year and 

so they have become a fixed feature in every Catholic 

studentôs life. The second to the last Sunday of               

October was appointed as a day of prayer and                

propaganda for the mission throughout the Catholic 

World. This year, World Mission Sunday is on                

October 23, 2011. 

        After some meetings with the Mission Educatorsô 

Committee (MEC), I have found out that it is a very 

active and vibrant organization with four societies               

under its helm: The Pontifical Society for the               

Propagation of the Faith, The Pontifical Society of the 

Holy Childhood, The Pontifical Society of St. Peter 

the Apostle and the Pontifical Society of Missionary 

Union. The activities of the Propaganda Fide are                

usually held in October, a time for final exams and 

activity ban, so our high school students could not                  

attend the POF gathering last October 9, 2011 at the 

Ateneo Gymnasium, but our Graders, members of the 

Holy Childhood Club in our school attended the                 

convocation held at the Pasay City Sports Complex on 

January 22, 2011. A mission sending ceremony was 

held in our school chapel last July 9, 2011 with Most 

Rev. Edwin A. de la Pena, MSP, DD as the main                

celebrant sending off 20 missionary priests, sisters 

from different congregations and lay persons. 

        The year 2012 is the year of the Pontifical               

Mission Societies and this is the 80th year of its                  

foundation in the Philippines. The Opening Mass will 

be on January 9, 2012 and the Grand Mission Festival 

will be on April 18-20 at the Marikina Sports                  

Complex. All these activities are geared towards              

increasing missionary awareness among our people 

especially the young. 

                         Sr. Isabel Orito, OSB  

       

                                          

 

  

LINKAGE WITH THE  

PONTIFICAL MISSION 

SOCIETIES  

IN THE PHILIPPINES  
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LAUDA   CONCERT 

SERIES  

Mary Anne Espina, pianist; Gina Medina, violinist  

Della Gamboa Besa, Ana Maria Gregorio, duo -pianists  

Sr. Mary Placid Abejo, OSB, Dean of  SSC College of Music  

        The Lauda Concert Series was                     

conceived to pay tribute to the                   

numerous alumnae and friends of                                        

St. Scholasticaôs College without 

whose generosity and support the new                                    

St. Cecilaôs Building could not have 

become a reality. 

Corazon Aquino Recital Hall  



St. Scholastica's Academy  
Bacolod  

Grade School and High School  
re -accredited by PAASCU  

for five years  
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 SPA 

ASSEMBLIES  

 

Mother Mary John Mananzan, OSB  
Recipient of the Benigno Aquino, Jr.  

Award for Nationalism given by                    
Federation of Catholic Schools              

Alumni/ae Association (FCSAA)                    
on Nov. 25, 2011 at DLSU, Taft  

Sr. Mary Frances Dizon, OSB  
Ph.D.   

Doctor of Philosophy in Organizational  
Development (May 27, 2011)  

Graduation Rites on   
October 15, 2011 (SAIDI)  

Dissertation: Discovering Creative             
Options for St. Peterôs College of               

Ormoc Renewed Organizational Life  

Sr. Angelica Leviste, OSB  
Elected Priory Councilor  

(2012 -2015)  
 

 
        Visayas Cluster meeting was held in Bacolod                  

on October 13-16 while Mindanao Cluster meeting 

was held in Marihatag on October 22-23.       

      Mindanao Cluster meeting started the assembly 

with a call to worship where the participants were 

asked to connect with creation through the offering 

and peace liturgy prepared by the Marihatag                  

Community. This was followed by different inputs and                       

workshops relevant to the building of peace among the 

various communities and areas of responsibility.             

An action plan and suggestions were reported by each 

area and group. The assembly closed with a solidarity 

night at the Tree Park beach where a good number of 

lay partners from Marihatag joined the activity.    

        The Enlarged Socio-Pastoral Apostolate (SPA)

General Assembly was held at the new SPA Subiaco 

Office on November 23-25. There was blessing of the 

new office, conference room, library, and kitchen             

presided by Sr. Baptista Busmente, OSB,                         

Sub-prioress. In attendance were the SPA delegates 

nationwide, sisters from the Priory House and guests. 

On the second day were business activities and on the 

third day, the participants went to visit our farm in 

Tanay. 

                                                        

(L -R) Sr. Theodora , Sr. Rosalind, Sr. Carmela, Sr. Cecille  
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        Divine Word Hospital ï Tacloban City had its 

inauguration of its Centralized Medical Oxygen               

Pipeline System on October 15, 2011.                                

Fr. Flor Lagura led the blessing of the Oxygen house 

and cutting of ribbon by Vice-Governor Mimiette               

Bagulaya, assisted by  Sr. Sarah Gocela, OSB,                  

the Hospital Administrator.   

 

        After the releasing  of balloons, the guests were 

invited for a snack before giving the demonstration of 

how the system works.  The visitors were invited to  

 

 

 

St. Benedict Hall for a power-point presentation, open 

forum and festive lunch sponsored by the Brilliant 

Metal Craft and Machine Design of Cebu. 

        The new oxygen generator power house will                   

provide oxygen to all wards, ICU room, and                 

emergency room of the hospital.  The Oxygen                     

Generator gets its oxygen from the air in the                

environment, purifies it through the filtrator and                    

distributes oxygen through pipelines installed in the 

different parts of the hospital.  This new power house 

would get rid of the big oxygen tanks being carried 

from one room to another. 

 

                                         Sr. Ma. Teresita Lafuente, OSB 

CENTRALIZED   

MEDICAL   OXYGEN  

PIPELINE   SYSTEM  

Sr. Sarah Gocela, OSB  
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International Treasurersõ Meeting 2011  

        Six years after the first ITM, the second                     

International Treasurersô Meeting of the Missionary 

Benedictine Sisters of Tutzing was held in Casa Santo 

Spirito, our Generalate House in Rome. There were  24  

participants  from all the priories (four of them                 

Prioresses)  and the Generalate District. The meeting was  

guided  by the theme: Benedictine Stewardship ï                  

A Response to the Challenges of the Time                                 

A Transformative Look on our financial accountability. 

Mother Angela Strobel, OSB, in her opening address, 

brought us to the heart of the matter.   
 

      This second ITM had three goals: 

First Goal: To deepen the understanding and                           

        appreciation of the role of the treasurer  

        in a Benedictine community. 

Second Goal: To come up with a new way of financial   

        reporting to the Generalate that can help to                    

        report to the General Chapter.     

Third Goal:  To develop a system of cooperation and  

        collaboration between the treasurers of the              

        Priories / Generalate District Houses and the           

        Generalate. 
 

        There were two invited speakers. First,                         

Sr. Bernadette Potter, RSCJ, general treasurer of the                

Religious of the Sacred Heart who talked on the topic 

ñStewardship and Poverty in a Fragile Financial World.ò   

Her thoughts and ideas guided the participants  in their  

group discussions that same day and the following days. 

Second,  Dr. Marco Cotogni, the financial adviser of               

Sr. Kunigundis Amon, OSB, led the participants in a                

detailed explanation of the items in the General                     

Information Sheet which they had to accomplish         

before coming to the meeting.  He also gave a very                         

comprehensive worldwide economic update and its               

impact on the investments of the congregation. 
 

        Sr. Kunigundis, our General Treasurer,  informed 

the participants about the things that transpired since the 

ITM 2005.  The General Chapter 2006 had decided to 

form a General Financial Advisory Committee composed 

of Sr. Maria Ignatius Glaser,  Sr. Caridad Choi and               

Sr. Rosa Maria Kaminsky. They  assisted Sr. Kunigundis 

in reviewing and analyzing the annual financial                

statements of the priories and Generalate District Houses. 

   

        Sr. Maria Ignatius Glaser, OSB , a member of 

the GFAC, reported in detail about their work.              

Although they made great effort and spent much time 

in interpreting and analyzing the annual financial               

reports sent to the Generalate. She expressed her              

regrets that this feedback could not even be given to 

those who sent the reports.   
 

        All the sessions of the five-day meeting were  

spent to address each of the goals.  A day was spent 

for a business meeting to discuss the issues that were 

earlier suggested to Sr. Kunigundis. At the end of the 

meeting, the participants  agreed to submit to the              

Generalate the following: 
Ṣ   BALANCE SHEET 

Ṣ   STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENSES and  

Ṣ   ACCOMPLISHED ITM QUESTIONNAIRE  

         

        All treasurers will have to submit, if possible, with 

consolidated data until 31 July 2012, so that the General 

Treasurer has enough time to prepare her comprehensive 

report to the General Chapter. On the last day, the group 

came up with two proposals to the General Chapter. 
 

        The meeting was officially closed by Mother Angela 

and followed by a closing liturgy prepared by our Korean 

Sisters. 

 

                                                  Sr. Ana Maria Raca, OSB 
 

Mother Angela and delegates of International Treasurersô Meeting 2011   
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We express our gratitude to all who have                    

contributed to this newsletter.  

               Sr. Virginia Ferino, OSB  
               Priory Secretariat 

 
                Sr. Mary Grace Macatuno, OSB  

                Lay-out editor  

ANNOUNCEMENT  

WHAT:  Life Direction Coffee Talk               

WHEN:  3rd SATURDAY of the month              

3pm -5pm  (RSVP 09222073412)                                                      

WHERE:  PH  Parlor Conference Room  

Sr. Leah Ann Sison, OSB  
arrived from                                        

Norfolk, Nebraska                        
Nov. 9, 2011 - Jan. 11, 2012    

 

Sr. Frideswida Ick, OSB  
arrived from                    

Peramiho, Tanzania  
Nov. 19, 2011 - March 6, 2012  

 

 

Sr. Marie, OSB  &  Sr. Reinolda, OSB  

should be  

Sr. Carmel Simpauco, OSB  
left for Norfolk, Nebraska  

Oct. 28, 2011  

Sr. Esmeralda Navarro, OSB 
left for Luanda, Angola  

Nov. 17, 2011  

Sr. Ana Maria Raca, OSB   
arrived from Rome  

Nov. 20 - Dec. 2, 2011  
 

 

Sr. Marie Sohwa, OSB  &  Sr. Deborah, OSB  


